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A  C  A        FAR  M        N  E  Vl\ 


IKE  CITIZENS  MUTUAL  DITCH  -  SAN  .JUAN  COUNTY,  NEW  MEXICO 
The  Citizens  mutual  ditch  of  San  Juan  county  is  approximately  thirty 
miles  long  and  serves  four  thousand  acres  of  crop  land,  benefiting  three 
hundred  farmers.    In  1944  the  ditch  commission  carried  out  $30,000  worth 
of  practices  which  would  have  been  eligible  for  AAA  benefit  payment,  had 
they  known  of  the  AAA  agreement  to  perform  practices  in  the  interest  of 
coummunity  welfare.    In  1945  they  learned  of  the  pooling  agreement. 
Mr.  John  T7«  Doak  and  Mr.  Eluterio  A.  Lobato,  ditch  coraniss ioners ,  signed 
an  agreement  to  construct  1,979  feet  of  63  inch  concrete  siphon;  300  feet 
of  42  inch  concrete  siphon;  8,200  cubic  yards  of  excavation;  104  cubic 
yards  of  concrete,  costing  the  farmers  approximately  $30,000  of  which  they 
received  from  the  AAA  $10,320.30. 

The  practices  carried  out  will  prevent  destruction  of  the  ditch  in  the 
event  of  floods  during  the  summer  season  and  will  prove  beneficial  in  con- 
serving badly  needed  water. 


Protein  meal  use  during  any  calendar  quarter  by  manufacturers  of 
mixed  feed  will  be  limited  to  85  percent  of  the  quantity  used  in  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1945  or  25  tons,  whichever  of  the  two  figures 
is  the  larger.    Effective  July  1,  1946,  amendment  9  to  WFO-9  reduces  the 
total  quantity  of  protein  meal  to  be  used,  but  the  amendment  permits  the 
manufacturer  of  mixed  feed  to  use  his  protein  meal  quota  in  making  either 
poultry  feed  or  livestock  feed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  his 
trade  territory. 
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WHEAT  CROP  INSURANCE 

New  Mexico  farmers  will  be  able  to  obtain  comprehensive  protection 
on  their  1947  winter  wheat  crops  under  federal  crop  insurance,    C.  V. 
Hemphill,  chairman  of  the  State  Production  and  Marketing  Administration 
committee,  stated  in  announcing  the  program  for  next  year*s  crop. 

Farmers  may  insure  various  portions  of  their  normal  crop  returns 
under  partial  insurance  features  of  the  program.    Protection  is  afforded 
against  all  natural  unavoidable  crop  hazards,  including  hail,  flood, 
drought,  insects,  and  diseases* 

"Federal  Crop  Insurance  is  strictly  a  non-profit  venture  to  guarantee 
protection  to  farmers,"  Mr.  Hemphill  pointed  out.    Administrative  costs 
are  paid  by  the  Government,  and  all  premiums  are  reserved  for  payment  to 
insured  farmers  when  their  crops  are  lost. 

"No  matter  how  skillfully  the  farmer  plants  and  oares  for  his  crops, 
weather  is  beyond  his  control,"  Mr.  Hemphill  concluded.    "His  only  assur- 
ance of  some  return  from  his  wheat  crop  is  a  Federal  crop  insurance  con- 
tract.    County  agricultural  conservation  offices  and  authorized  crop 
insurance  agents  will  offer  contracts  for  sale  in  this  State  until 
August  31,  1946." 

BARLEY  REPURCHASED  TO  AID  FEED  SUPPLY 
More  than  2  million  bushels  of  barley  now  in  the  hands  of  malsters 
and  grain  manufacturers  will  be  purchased  and  resold  at  ceiling  prices 
for  feed  barley,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  lias  announced.    Part  of 
the  barley  will  be  bought  at  feed  barley  prices,  and  the  remainder  at 
malting  prices  (15  cents  a  bushel  above  the  feed  barley  ceiling.)  Feed- 
short  areas  will  be  allocated  the  barley  feed.     Funds  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  will  be  used  to  finance  the  program. 


HOME  C  A  KM  KG  WEEK 
The  week  of  July  15  to  22  has  been  designated  as  National  Home  Food 
Preservation  -week  to  focus  attention  on  the  need  for  freeing  food  supplies 
as  much  as  possible  for  world-wide  hunger  fronts  by  full  utilization  of 
home  processing.     The  announcement  points  out  that  home  food  preservation 
not  only  promotes  better  larders  in  American  homes  but  releases  foods  that 
are  particularly  adapted  for  shipment  to  famine  areas  abroad.  Record 
crops  of  home  grown  and  commercially  produced  vegetables  and  fruits  are 
expected  to  help  equal  or  better  the  3g  billion  quart  pack  "put  up"  by 
housewives  from  Victory  Gardens  each  year  during  the  war.    The  President's 
Famine  Emergency  Committee,  the  National  Garden  Institute,  National  Red 
Cross  and  other  oonsumer,  trade,  public  and  private  groups  are  cooperat- 
ing v/ith  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  the  food  preservation  campaign* 

INFLATION  IN  ITALY  JUMPS  COST  OF  LIVING 
UNRRA  reports  that  war  inflation  has  depreciated  Italian  currency  so 
much  that  sugar  costs  171  times  its  prewar  price;  butter,  75  times* 
bacon,  35  times;  hard  cheese,  45  times;  and  bread  (beyond  the  7-ounce 
daily  ration)  60  times.    Children^  shoes  are  now  priced  30  times  higher 
than  before  the  war  and  menTs  work  shoes  have  increased  to  57  times.  Few 
peoplo  have  the  income  to  purchase  what  food  is  available,  UNRRA  says. 

RECENT  OPA  ACTIONS  AFFECTING  FARMERS 
Consumer  prices  for  conned  vegetables  of  the  1946  pack  will  generally 
remain  unchanged  except  where  approved  industry  wage  increases  have  been 
granted.     Producers 1  ceilings  apply  to  corn,  peas,  lima  beans,  asparagus, 
tomatoes,  black  eye  peas,  mushrooms,  and  tomato  products. 
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NATIONAL  PROGRAM  SET  FOR  1947  CONSERVATION 
Key  feature  of  the  national  outline  of  1947  agricultural  conservation 
practices  announced  last  week  is  the  increased  responsibility  placed  on 
county  and  State  Committees  for  adapting  the  national  program  to  meet 
local  conservation  needs.     The  national  outline  has  been  formulated  from 
county  and  State  recommendations  v/hich  meet  the  specifications  of  the 
legislation  authorizing  federal  payments  to  aid  farmers  and  ranchers  with 
practices  needed  to  conserve  soil  and  water  resources. 

From  the  national  outline,  the  State  PMA  Committee  will  select  practices 
needed  to  meet  conservation  problems  within  the  State,  establishing  rates  of 
payment  designed  to  achieve  maximum  results  from  the  amount  of  funds  avail- 
able.   As  a  guide,  a  survey  of  conservation  needs  within  the  State  was 
completed  this  spring.    It  is  a  fundamental  operating  principle  of  the 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program  to  use  available  funds  to  promote  needed 

practices  not  now  being  performed  in  adequate  volume  to  meet  the  corisorva- 

f 

tion  problem.    A  technical  committee  composed  of  representatives  of  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  the  Extension  Service  and  other  agencies  direct- 
ly concerned  with  conservation  assist  the  State  PMA  Committee  in  fitting 
the  national  program  to  State  needs. 

A  further  aid  in  adapting  the  national  program  to  local  conservation 
needs  has  been  provided  in  the  1947  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  by 
authorizing  county  ACA  committees  to  select  a  sound  soil  or  water  con- 
servation practice  not  included  in  the  national  practice  list,  which  will 
meet  a  definite  conservation  need  within  the  county.     Ten  percent  of  the 
funds  allocated  to  a  county  may  bo  used  for  payments  to  farmers  for 
carrying  out  the  special  practice,  which  requires  only  State  Committee 
approval  as  authorization. 
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